
The Shining Star

Christmas Project



Why this project? 
What will we find in this project?

 
Maybe you expected something different from this project, like Christmas trees, Christmas

sweets, presents, decorations or even a shopping list. So, I must say to you that you will not
find these things here.   Personally, I think that we see so many of these things everywhere
around us. When we turn on the television, we see Santa, trees, presents, and all of these 

 things being advertised as "Christmas." 
 

But I don't think these things are quite what Christmas really is.
 For me and my family, Christmas is a time to be together with family. It is a time for

contemplation, giving thanks, and... more than anything, because we are Christ followers, 
it is a time to remember the birth of Jesus. and that is what you will find in this project. 

 
In this project, you will find the Christmas story from the Bible, 

the story of the birth of Jesus. 
You will find activities for older children, younger elementary aged children and for

Preschoolers. Activities include: coloring Pages, find-the-differences pages, a scavenger 
 hunt,  a sequencing activity, reflection activities, and a cut-out craft.

 
What you will need:

coloring pencils, crayons, or markers 
LED candle 

printed materials
 
 



The Christmas Story 
Do you remember the story about David? David was the small boy who defeated the giant Goliath. Yes, it is the same David who

became a king. And the same David who spent his whole life in battles and wars. This David loved God with all his heart.
 

Many, many years after King David, there lived a young woman named Mary, who was engaged to marry Joseph. Joseph was the
great great, great, great, great grandson of king David. And here is where we begin our Christmas story.

 
One morning, an angel appeared to Mary. The angel’s name was Gabriel. He came to tell Mary that she would have a baby. “Mary,
you will have a baby. His name will be Jesus. He is God’s Son. He is the Savior that was written about in the Scriptures. He is the

One we have been waiting for.”
 

But…Mary was supposed to marry Joseph. Joseph was quite embarrassed about the situation. He didn’t understand, but he decided
to trust God’s plan, just like David trusted God. Joseph trusted God’s plan, and he listened to God.

 
Nine months later, Mary was ready to give birth. But, in this time, everyone had to go to their hometown because of a census

required by the emperor. Every citizen must pay a tax in his hometown. Joseph’s hometown was Bethlehem, the town of King
David. So, Joseph and Mary had to go on the long journey to Bethlehem. 

 
When Joseph and Mary came to Bethlehem, they found out that there was no place for them to stay. All the rooms were full.

“Go away!” the innkeepers shouted at them. “We don’t have any place for you. All our rooms are full.”
But Mary needed to give birth soon. They needed a place to stay. So, Mary and Joseph stayed in a barn for animals. Mary gave
birth to baby Jesus, there in the barn. She lay Him down in the manger, where the animals usually ate. She wrapped Him in

cloths.
 

And there in the barn, among the hens, donkeys, and cows, in the middle of the quiet night, God gave the world
His wonderful, glorious gift. A child who would one day change the world.

 
On this night, among all the stars, suddenly, a bright new star appeared. God put the star in the sky when His son

was born, to show people the way to Jesus.



The angels told the shepherds that the Savior was born. The angels told them they could find the baby
wrapped in cloth and lying in a manger, in the hay. So, the shepherds ran to see the baby, and they told

the news to the others.
Later, three kings came to see this Savior, Jesus. They brought Him precious gifts of gold, frankincense

and myrrh. 
 

This baby is like that rare, bright star which shines in the night sky.  This baby is the light which shows
everyone the way to God. He is the light for the whole world.

And this baby grew, just like you and me. He became a man. He is Jesus.
 

And, just like Mary rode the donkey to Bethlehem, Jesus would one day ride a donkey to Jerusalem, so that
He could be the gift that shines in each of our hearts.

 
And every Christmas, and every day, we are like the innkeepers that can choose to open the door of our

hearts to Jesus and invite Him in. Or we can shut Him out and say, “there is no room here!”.
 

So, what about you? Do you have a place in your heart for Jesus?
 



Coloring page
Do you remember the story about David? David was the small boy who defeated the giant
Goliath. Yes, it is the same David who became a king. And the same David who spent his

whole life in battles and wars. This David loved God with all his heart.
 

Many, many years after King David, there lived a young woman named Mary, who was
engaged to marry Joseph. Joseph was the great great, great, great, great grandson of king

David. And here is where we begin our Christmas story.
 

One morning, an angel appeared to Mary. The angel’s name was Gabriel. He came to tell
Mary that she would have a baby. “Mary, you will have a baby. His name will be Jesus. He is

God’s Son. He is the Savior that was written about in the Scriptures. He is the One we have
be waiting for.”

 



Nine months later, Mary was ready to give birth. But, in this time, everyone
had to go to their hometown because of a census required by the emperor.

Every citizen must pay a tax in his hometown. Joseph’s hometown was
Bethlehem, the town of King David. So, Joseph and Mary had to go on the

long journey to Bethlehem. 

Coloring Page



Coloring Page
When Joseph and Mary came to Bethlehem, they found out that there was no

place for them to stay. All the rooms were full.
“Go away!” the innkeepers shouted at them. “We don’t have any place for

you.     All our rooms are full.”
But Mary needed to give birth soon. They needed a place

to stay. So, Mary and Joseph stayed in a barn for
animals. Mary gave birth to baby Jesus, there in the
barn. She lay Him down in the manger, where the
animals usually ate. She wrapped Him in cloths.



 Mary gave birth to a son, and laid him in a manger, where the animals ate.
And there in the barn, among the hens, donkeys, and cows, in the middle

of the quiet night, God gave the world His wonderful, glorious gift. A child
who would one day change the world.

Coloring Page



On this night, among all the stars, suddenly, a bright new star appeared.
God put the star in the sky when His son was born, to show people the way to

Jesus

Coloring Page



The angels told the shepherds that the Savior was born. The angels told them
they could find the baby wrapped in cloth and lying in a manger, in the
hay. So, the shepherds ran to see the baby, and they told the news to the

others.

Coloring Page



Later, three kings came to see this Savior, Jesus. They brought Him precious
gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 

Coloring Page



This baby is like that rare, bright star which shines in the night sky. This baby is the light
which shows everyone the way to God. He is the light for the whole world.
And this baby grew, just like you and me. He became a man. He is Jesus.

 
And, just like Mary rode the donkey to Bethlehem, Jesus would one day ride a donkey to

Jerusalem, so that He could be the gift that shines in each of our hearts.

Coloring Page



Imagine how it was for 
Mary and Joseph 

Talk about this with your parents: What do you think it was like for Joseph
and Mary? What do you think they ate? They probably didn't have nice food

like we usually have at Christmas time. Maybe Mary had to eat porridge after
that difficult night. Maybe Joseph had to run to the Inn for a bowl of soup.
Maybe they milked the cows that were in the barn. But certainly they didn't

have such wonderful food like we have at the Christmas table. 
Every time I think of this story, it leads me to be thankful. I am immensely

thankful that I have food to eat. And not just that we have food, but we
have delicious food to eat, and that we have plenty. I am thankful that I

have a soft bed to sleep in, and that the hay doesn't poke me or the 
chickens peck my head while I'm sleeping. 

 
Let's think about what we are thankful for!

 
On the following page, you will find a prepared paper chain. Cut the strips 
 out along the lines. Finish the sentences with what you are thankful for,
or draw a picture of what you are thankful for. Everyone in your home can
participate, then you can connect the paper strips together and hang them

on your Christmas tree. 
And before you open your presents on Christmas Day, stop and read the paper

chain, and remember what we are thankful for. 
 



I am thankful for
I am thankful for

I am thankful for 
I am thankful for

I am thankful for 

I am thankful for 
I am thankful for 

I am thankful for
I am thankful for 
I am thankful for
I am thankful for
I am thankful for 
I am thankful for

I am thankful for
I am thankful for



Be the Light!
When Jesus was born, a star shone brightly to show the place where He was.

Jesus grew just like you and me. And He is the Light.
Maybe you've noticed that some people around you have a good effect and
some people have a negative effect. But we are invited to be a light that 
 shines for others.  This is not an electric light, or a force of energy, or

positive thinking, but rather it is the light of God's love that comes from
Jesus. Because of God's love we can have the light of Jesus 

to shine to others.
 

On the next page you will find a shining lamp to make. I hope that you will
know the light of Jesus, and be a light for others to see. 

 



Christmas
light 

printed template 
led tea candle

What you will need:

Cut out the outline of the star background and of the Nativity
silhouette. 
With a hole punch, punch out the stars.
Fold the rectangle in two places-at the stars and at the nativity. 
finally, put a LED candle in the paper lantern. 



Christmas scavenger hunt









Find 10 Differences



Connect the pictures 



Sequencing Activity
Cut out the pictures and put in order 



Sequencing Activity
Number the pictures in the correct order
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